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Presenter
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Introduction




Data Reported in AIM

• Calculating Adequate Yearly Progress

• American Indian Achievement Gap Payment

• Graduate and Dropout rates

• CRT and ELL assessment registration

• Legislative data requests 

• Grant funding (Gifted and Talented,                                                       
Perkins, Title I)

• Federal reporting of enrollment, attendance, graduation,              
Title I, CTE, Homeless, LEP, … and everything else.  

• State funding for ANB (MAEFAIRS)
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Presentation Notes
Data allows the OPI to plan and manage effective educational programs 
State legislators ask for data analysis to know what resources actually make a difference in education
OPI submitted 32 data files to US Dept of Ed in 2005-2006.  Doubled to 61 in 06-07, 79 in 2007-2008, and in 2008-2009 set to submit 82.  Of those 82, 45 of them contain information from AIM.
Collect 70 student data elements from the schools and track or use over 120 data elements from the system.





Quality Data Process
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Presentation Notes
“Quality data” is not something that just occurs when the school secretary hits the right number on a keyboard. It is a process. We need to pay attention to the process involved in collecting and reporting the data because as we’ve just mentioned, the information derived from school data is very important.

The intent of data collection is to produce information that reflects reality — that lets us know what is actually happening in a school. To that end, it is important for all staff members to understand the issues involved in data collection and data entry and to recognize that those issues reflect the values of the organization. 



Components of Quality Data

• Policies and Regulations

• Standards and Guidelines

• Training and Professional                                          
Development

• Timelines and Calendars

• Technology                                               
(Hardware + Software + Network)

• Data Entry Environment
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Presentation Notes
So enter good data!

We do not believe that a “one-shot” directive to staff telling them to be more accurate will be successful. Building quality data is a process that requires collaboration and a clear understanding of interdependent roles.  This  “Culture of Quality Data” begins with the data entry process in a school.  People who rely on reports must be able to trust that information is accurate, that the confidentiality of student records and the integrity of the data are secure, and that they’re getting the right information to answer their questions.  I want to discuss some common principles or components that can increase the accuracy and value of your school’s data.  



What Do I Need to Know and Do
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Presentation Notes
The following information is geared specifically at what the AIM specialist needs to do this spring related to the statewide assessment.  There are other collections in AIM that are not mentioned in this guidance.



Sort By Field for Labels

• Schools have the option of entering additional 
sort criteria (i.e., teacher name or classroom) 
if want to receive barcode labels and test 
scores organized by teacher name or 
classroom. 
– Test booklets are sorted by grade level by default, 

so there is no need to add the grade to the "sort 
by" field. Teacher name, classroom number, or 
other identifier should be used to further sort the 
test booklets.
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If the teacher/classroom "sort by" field* is not completed
in this collection, the barcode labels will continue to be
organized by school, grade, and in alphabetical order.



Bar Code Labels

• On Feb. 2nd OPI sends Measured Progress a 
file from AIM to generate CRT barcode labels.
– Any students that enroll after 2/1/11 will not 

have a barcode label.

– State ID is required on                                                            
student answer booklet
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Program Participation Collection

• All Enrollment and Program Participation data 
should be accurate as of March 15
– Data entry and verification in AIM should be 

completed by the due date                                                        
of March 25, 2011.   

– Timely data entry allows                                                       
AIM staff to perform quality                                               
assurance checks and                                                 
validations.
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Data accurate as of March 15th.  Data should be entered, verified by collection due date of March 25

The Program Participation Collection asks schools to enter or update program participation data.  The data should reflect the status of a student's program participation as of March 15, 2011.  These data will be used to identify specific student sub-groups and participation in various state and federal programs.  The data are used in Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) calculations, and for state and federal reporting purposes.
Schools will have the option of entering additional sort criteria (i.e. teacher name or classroom) if they want to receive test scores organized by teacher/classroom.



Enrollment Data Elements
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Ensure grade level, start date, start status, end date and end status (if applicable) are correct.  

The OPI determines NSAY (Not in School Full Academic Year,) and NDAY (Not in District Full Academic Year) based on enrollment  start dates.    
	NSAY and NDAY are used in the AYP calculations.



Program Participation Data Elements

Page 10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Title I data fields.  These are not used in AYP calculations, but are required to be accurately reported for other state and federal reporting purposes.



Program Participation Data Elements
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The fields circled in red are used in the AYP calculations (determine student sub-groups or exclusions).  Please verify that all students are identified correctly.



Special Ed Status Fields
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Current IEP
- in AIM or still on paper, 
status should be ‘Yes’.

Student has exited Special Ed -
Change status to ‘No’ and enter 
Exit Date and Exit Reason.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If student has a current IEP, their special ed status should be ‘yes’.  

All districts were required to begin using the Special Ed module in AIM last March (2010).  However, you still need to ensure that the special ed status is accurate.  

If exit date is after 3/15/2011, student will still be counted as “Special Ed” for AYP reporting, as we need the status as of the Test Window Count Date (3/15/2011). 



Sort By Field for MARS

• Schools have the option of entering additional 
sort criteria (i.e., teacher name or classroom) 
if want to MARS information organized by 
teacher name or classroom. 
– Teacher name or homeroom may be entered 
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Presentation Notes
If the teacher/classroom "sort by" field* is not completed in this collection, the barcode labels will continue to be
organized by school, then by grade, and then in alphabetical order.

If the student is in grade 6, entering 6 in the sort by field is not necessary.  Entering “Ms. Smith” or “Mr. Jones” or “Room 6” is.  

‘Ms. P. Smith’, ‘P. Smith’, and ‘Patty Smith’ will all sort differently.  



Test Window Count Date

• The Test Window Count date is March 15, 2011.  
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Students enrolled                    
in the school on              
this date make                
up the set of                          
students  to 
participate                                
in the CRT                    
assessment



Test Window Attendance Collection

• The Test Window Attendance Collection will 
be used to collect the aggregate hours and 
absent counts of all students enrolled at the 
school as of March 15, 2011.
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These data will be used as 
part of the calculations of 
the attendance rate and test 
participation rate for AYP.



Attendance Data Elements
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Required for ALL students in ALL grades.  
	Not just tested grades



Data Verification

• March 28 through April 29, 2011 - This is the 
final cleanup and verification before the 
student data is reported to MARS and used for 
AYP calculations.

• OPI recommends great care in checking and 
verifying your data
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Once data has been entered into AIM, district specialists should begin the data verification process.  
AYP calculations use AIM data, so accurate data is a must.  

Don’t wait until the last minute!  
By April 29, all data in AIM must reflect enrolled students and program participation as of 3/15/11. 



End Enrollments

• Enrollment End dates must be entered in AIM 
in a timely manner for students who exit your 
system or school.
– The voided barcode label form is a vehicle for you 

to account for students (and unused booklets) but 
does not end the enrollment record in AIM.

– If AIM is not updated, those students will be 
considered non-participants                                          
and receive a score of Novice.
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The voided barcode label form is a vehicle for you to account for students (and unused booklets) but does not end the enrollment record in AIM.



Enrollment End Date

• Once the district has received 
notice that the student is no 
longer attending 
– (either a request for records, 

parent notice, student notice, OPI 
notice, etc.) 

• Enter the enrollment end date as 
the last day the student was 
present
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Once the district has received notice that the student is no longer attending (either a request for records, parent notice, student notice, OPI notice, etc.) the school needs to enter the enrollment end date as the last day the student was present.  
Example:
Student A at School A:
1/4 - present
1/5 – present
1/6 - present
1/7 – absent
1/10 – absent
1/11 – absent
1/12 – District receives request for records.  OPI calls to say that student has enrolled in another district.
 
Enrollment end date is 1/6 (not 1/12, the date they receive the request for records.  This is just the day the info came in the mail.)  With the student information system, we can track where the student is.  If the student transferred to another school and started on 1/7, that would be an overlap.  The student can only be in once place at one time.  
 
Some student information systems (SchoolMaster and Powerschool) record the next school day rather than the last day of attendance.  Infinite Campus is "inclusive", meaning if the end date if 1/6/11, we read that as the student was enrolled on this date, and not on 1/7/11.
 
SchoolMaster and Powerschool are set up so that as a district pulls a enrollment file extract, it automatically adjusts the end date to one school day prior for uploading into AIM.  If entering this information by hand, the district user needs to do this adjustment manually.  
 
Start dates should be recorded as the first date the student is present (attends class, or receives services).  It is not the date the parent comes in to register the student.  As you can imagine, a parent may register a student at school B in anticipation of an upcoming move, but it may be one week before the student actually begins attending classes at school B.  They may be in transition (not attending anywhere) or still attending at school A for that week.  




No Student Answer Booklet

• Students enrolled in AIM on March 15
– that do not have a student answer booklet and 

– are not on voided bar code list, 

– will become automatic                                                                
Novice and flagged as                                   
nonparticipant.  
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Tested at Lower Grade Level

• Student tested at lower grade than the 
student is enrolled in AIM becomes automatic 
Novice and flagged as nonparticipant.
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Students tested at a grade lower than their enrolled grade in AIM, will be reassigned to the novice performance level and be flagged as a nonparticipant (testing irregularity). 

Students testing at a grade above, (in AIM as grade 5, test in grade 6) are OK.  




CRT-Alt and Sped Status

• Students who take the CRT-Alternate must be 
coded in AIM as Special Ed Status ‘Yes’. 
– If Special Ed Status is ‘No’,                                                                    

they will be a considered                                                                    
nonparticipant and                                                              
receive a score of Novice.
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Those students not flagged as special ed in AIM, are sent to Judy Snow for further review and possible reassignment to the novice performance level (testing irregularity).
She will notify schools of discrepancy.  If still not changed in AIM at time of snapshot (4/29/11), student becomes automatic novice* and flagged as nonparticipant.





Nonstandard Accommodations

• Students using nonstandard accommodations 
must be marked in AIM as special education 
or 504 Plan.  
– LEP students must have these accommodations 

indicated in their IEP or 504 Plan
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Additional information: 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/CRT/TA
/11AccommodationsMemo.pdf
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Presentation Notes
Nonstandard accommodations are available for students identified as having a disability IF the accommodation is specified in the student’s IEP or 504 Plan. Nonstandard accommodations can be available to LEP students after consultation with the OPI state assessment director (Judy Snow, 406-444-3656 or jsnow@mt.gov) and the OPI bilingual specialist (Lynn Hinch, 406-444-3482 or lhinch@mt.gov).

http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/CRT/TA/11AccommodationsMemo.pdf�
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/CRT/TA/11AccommodationsMemo.pdf�


OPI Verification

• OPI receives test data from Measured 
Progress on April 18

• Quality Assurance checks to resolve any 
discrepancies
– AIM staff contact schools                                                                    

to verify or make                                                        
corrections to data

• Return file to MP April 26
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Data Snapshot taken April 29

• The testing (AYP) snapshot of data from AIM 
will be taken on April 29, 2011.  
– This is a snapshot of all students who were 

enrolled on test window count date.  

– This data set will be used                                                              
to determine the student                                                                           
groups, participation  rate,                                                               
and additional academic                                                    
indicators in AYP calculations.  
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Testing (AYP) Snapshot of data from AIM. Snapshot of all students enrolled on 3/15/11 used for determining student groups for AYP calculation and state and federal reporting. Snapshot data used to populate MARS. Any changes made in AIM after April 19, 2011 will NOT be reflected on MARS or in AYP calculations.



Changes after April 29 NOT Reflected 

Any changes made in AIM 
after April 29, 2011 will NOT 
be reflected in AYP 
calculations or on MARS.  

– Please do not wait until April 28 
to update your AIM data. 
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We encourage districts to plan ahead to make certain that data is submitted to the OPI before the collection deadline to allow the AIM staff to assist districts as they verify the accuracy of the data and ensure quality data is used in the AYP calculations. 



Tools in AIM

• Work with AIM Specialist to check data using 
tools in AIM:
– Ad Hoc Filters

– Reports

– Extracts
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Check out this guide for additional directions: 
Data Verification Quick Reference Guide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ad Hoc is a Latin phrase which means “for this purpose” – Filters designed for a specific problem or task

http://www.opi.mt.gov/pub/index.php?dir=AIM/General Information/AIM Help/&file=Data Verification Tools.pdf�
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pub/index.php?dir=AIM/General Information/AIM Help/&file=Data Verification Tools.pdf�


Ad Hoc Filters

• From the Index, expand Ad Hoc Reporting. 

• Select Filter Designer. 

• Select Create a new Filter using the Query Wizard from Create a New Filter 
and Student from Filter Data Type.

• Enter the report name under Query Name.

• Select the fields based upon the Ad Hoc Report Map. Click Next. 

• Enter Operator and Value as appropriate. 

• Test and Save filter.
– Choose an Organized to: location. You can save filters to your User Account or to other 

district Groups (saving to district groups depends upon the setup established by the 
District System Administrator). Click Save.

• Ad Hoc Report Map
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http://www.opi.mt.gov/pub/AIM/General Information/AIM Help/Ad Hoc Report Map.pdf�


Ad Hoc Filters cont.
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Ad Hoc Filters cont.

Page 30



Ad Hoc Filters cont.
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Attendance
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3/15/2011



Economically Disadvantaged
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LEP
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Students with Disabilities
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Enrollment Summary Report

• Shows student counts by school, grade level, gender, and race 

• Path: Student Information > Reports

Page 36

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shows counts of students by school, then grade level, then gender and race.  Uses Federal race determination.  So, if student answered yes to Hispanic and marked all five races, would be designated in Federal code as Hispanic.  If no Federal code is indicated (only state race code marked, not new two part question) then students will show up under column titled “undefined”.  

Report is very useful to get a count of students per grade level.  Let’s you know where to start looking if counts are off.



Enrollment Status Report
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List of students (by name) based on criteria you choose.  Can show by grade level, all students enrolled.



Enrollment or Program 
Participation Extracts
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Pull an extract of the data in AIM.  Provides a “report”  that shows all students and their current status.

Path Index>MT State Reporting>MT Extracts> Program Participation



Extracts  cont.

• Open and review in MS Excel
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Race and Ethnicity

MUST have new 2 part question answered
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In the 2010-2011 school year, the two part question will be required for all students, and the state race code will become optional. 

You know it is answered by the Federal Designation, in the example above the student is coded as 1: Hispanic Latino.  You can use the enrollment summary report to check if the federal determination is entered.  Students not identified will be shown in the column title ‘undefined’.

Final methodology for racial sub-groups used in AYP Determinations have not yet been approved.  The OPI leadership team meets next week.  

So, for what you need to do – just make sure all students have the two part question answered.  



AIM Contacts
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AIM Help Desk 1-877-424-6681 or 444-3800
• Option #1 – for general AIM questions and entering 

state reported data

AIM Help Email opiaimhelp@mt.gov

mailto:opiaimhelp@mt.gov�


Questions ??
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